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Education 
2003: Habilitation in New Testament with thesis Haus der Ewigkeit. Archäologische und  

literarische Studien zur jüdischen und frühchristlichen Bestattungskultur in Palästina, 
jointly approved by Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal and University of Wuppertal in 
February 2003. 

1996: Ph.D. in New Testament studies summa cum laude University of Heidelberg, Germany.  
Thesis: Frühes Christentum in Samarien. Topographische und 
traditionsgeschichtliche Studien zu den Samarientexten im Johannesevangelium. 

1995: Second Theological Exam with honors after successful completion of assistant  
 ministership in Nuremberg / Bavarian Lutheran Church 
1990: First Theological Exam, with honors 
1983-1990: Study of Evangelische Theologie in Erlangen, Heidelberg and Edinburgh /  

Scotland and studies in Judaic Studies and Classics in Heidelberg and Edinburgh  
(1983-1990). 

18.01.1964: Born in Erlangen, Germany. 
 

Extensive archaeological training and fieldwork as member of excavation teams to  
Callirhoe/Jordan (1986, German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in the Holy 
Land), Petra/Jordan (1992, Naturhistorische Gesellschaft Nuremberg) as volunteer; 

Staff member with responsibility in teaching, fieldwork and publication in excavations teams  
to Sepphoris/Israel (1993-1994 and 1996-1997, Prof.Dr. Eric Meyers), Tel Kinrot/  
Israel (1994, 1998 Prof.Dr. Volkmar Fritz); 

Associate director of Tiberias Excavation Project in 2004 under Prof. Dr. Yizhar Hirschfeld,  
Hebrew University and Prof. Dr. Katharina Galor (Brown University) 
(www.digtiberias.org); 

Co-director of Kinneret Excavations Project since 2001 (www.kinneret-excavations.org)  
 
 
Academic Employment 
Between September 2008 and August 2010: Academic Director of Leiden Institute of  

Religious Studies (term ended August 31, 2010) 
Since September 2008: additional appointment as Professor of Archaeology at the Faculty of  

Archaeology at Leiden University 
Since September 2006: Chair New Testament Studies and Early Christian Literature at  
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the Institute of Religious Studies at Leiden University / Netherlands 
2005-2006: Privatdozent at the Theological Faculty of the University of Frankfurt  

(simultaneously with research position in Tilburg) 
2005/2006: Research Position at the Theological Faculty at the University of Tilburg,  

The Netherlands (plus in reduced form for three months in 2007) 
2003-2005: Privatdozent at Barmen School of Theology, Germany 
2000-2001: Visiting Assistant Professor, Yale University Divinity School, New Haven CT. 
1997-2004: Wissenschaftlicher Assistent for New Testament Studies and Early Christianity,  

Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Germany (Prof.Dr. Kurt Erlemann). 
1986-1987: Tutor to Prof.Dr. Klaus Berger (New Testament), University of Heidelberg,  

Germany. 
1985-1987: Studentische Hilfskraft to Prof.Dr. Gunther Wanke (Hebrew Bible), University of  

Erlangen, Germany.  
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